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Rank Country/Corporation

Gross Domestic 
Product/Revenue (in 
billions of US dollars)

56* Chevron (US) 233.9 

57 Iraq 233.3

58 Ireland 222.5

59 Peru 220.8

60* Glencore Xstrata 
(Switzerland)

214.4

61 Kazakhstan 214.1

62 Algeria 210.5

63 Czech Republic 203.5

64* Japan Post Holdings 
(Japan)

190.9

65 Qatar 188.9

Rank Country/Corporation

Gross Domestic 
Product/Revenue (in 
billions of US dollars)

66 Romania 187.0

67 New Zealand 182.9

68 Ukraine 181.6

69* Samsung Electronics 
(South Korea)

178.6

70 Kuwait 173.4

71* E.ON (Germany) 169.8

72* Phillips 66 (US) 169.6

73* ENI (Italy) 167.9

74* Berkshire Hathaway 
(US)

162.5

75* Apple (US) 156.5

Sources: “Global 500 2013,” http://fortune.com/global500/2013/royal-dutch-shell-plc-1/; IMF, World Economic Outlook Database, April 2014, www.imf.org/external/pubs/
ft/2014.

*transnational corporation.

facilities are modern-day sweatshops, where employees are subjected to unsafe and 
unhealthy environments. Kathie Lee Gifford, the morning TV talk show personal-
ity, shut down the manufacture of her signature clothing line following disclosures 
that its factory in Indonesia employed child laborers. Nike altered its production of 
athletic footwear after similar revelations regarding conditions in its plants in Indo-
nesia, Mexico, and elsewhere. In response to a campaign launched by the United 
Students against Sweatshops, a grassroots organization lobbying on behalf of 
worker rights, some universities have altered their arrangements with suppliers of 
licensed apparel found to tolerate labor abuses in their production facilities.19 Even 
Apple, a company admired for its innovation and marketing prowess, has been the 
subject of numerous investigative reports relating to safety and other workplace 
conditions at its plant in China.20

Complaints against TNCs have also surfaced with respect to a host of other 
issues, ranging from their undermining of environmental protection efforts to 
their alleged role in perpetuating extreme income disparities and poverty across 
the Global South. In early 2006, Internet giants Google, Yahoo, and Microsoft 
faced strong criticism from human rights activists around the world for their 
role in assisting China’s government to curb political opposition. The companies 
were restricting Internet searches to sites acceptable to the government and 
providing it with personal tracking data.


